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9th Sunday of Matthew August 9, 2020
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The Feast of the Dormition
of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos & Ever Virgin Mary
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In birth, you preserved your virginity; in death, you did not abandon the
world, O Theotokos. As mother of life, you departed to the source of life,
delivering our souls from death by your intercessions.

Ev T lMevvnoel TRV napBeviav epuAa&ag, &v 1l KOIYNOEI TOV KOOHOV OU
KAaTEAINEC Oe0TOKE, MeTEOTNG NPOC TAV {wNRv, HATNP unapxouod TG {wNG, kai
Taig npeoPeiaig Taic oaic AUTPOUHEVN, EK BaVATOU TAG YUXAG NHOV.


http://www.saintgeorgegoc.com/

Welcome to St. George Greek Orthodox Church

Upcoming Service Schedule

Summer hours
Orthros 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
We look forward to seeing everyone in church!

August

Sunday, August 2 — 8" Sunday of Matthew Wednesday, August 12
*8:30 am Orthros & 9:30 am Divine Liturgy *6:00 pm Small Paraklesis to the Virgin Mary
*6:00 pm Great Paraklesis to the Virgin Mary

Thursday, August 13
Monday, August 3 *6:00 pm Great Paraklesis to the Virgin Mary
*6:00 pm Small Paraklesis to the Virgin Mary

Friday, August 14
Tuesday, August 4 *6:30 pm Great Vespers at the Assumption
*6:00 pm Great Paraklesis to the Virgin Mary Church in Windham, NY

Wednesday, August 5 Saturday, August 15 - The Dormition of
*6:00 pm Vespers for Transfiguration of Christ our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and
Ever Virgin Mary
Thursday, August 6 - Transfiguration of *8:30 am Orthros & 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Christ
*8:30 am Orthros & 9:30 am Divine Liturgy and Sunday, August 16 — 10% Sunday of
blessing of the grapes Matthew
*6:00 pm Great Paraklesis to the Virgin Mary *8:30 am Orthros & 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Five year Memorial for Konstantinos Dikas
Sunday, August 9 — 9t" Sunday of Matthew
*8:30 am Orthros & 9:30 am Divine Liturgy Tuesday, August 20
One year memorial for Mary Markopoulos *6:30 pm Parish Council Meeting
*6:00 pm Great Paraklesis to the Virgin Mary
Sunday, August 23 — 11t Sunday of

Monday, August 10 Matthew
*6:00 pm Small Paraklesis to the Virgin Mary *8:30 am Orthros & 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, August 11 Sunday, August 30 — 12t Sunday of

*6:00 pm Great Paraklesis to the Virgin Mary Matthew
*8:30 am Orthros & 9:30 am Divine Liturgy

70 watch our services online click here.



https://www.facebook.com/SaintGeorgeNY/
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His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros
Homily for the Eighth Sunday of Matthew - August 2, 2020

Kimisis Tis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church in Danbury, CT

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I am delighted to be with you today, especially in this period of the AekanevrauyouoTothat leads to the celebration of your
community’s Feastday, the Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God.

And indeed, this feast belongs not only to those communities who have the Koiunaoic as their special dedication, but to the
entire Orthodox world, and the very cosmos itself. For it is a little Pascha, an aftertaste of our Lord Jesus Christ's
Resurrection, and a foretaste of our own.

That is why we spend these fourteen days in preparation through fasting, to cleanse our palette, as it were, of all the
concerns and worries of this life. We re-focus our attention on the greatest prize of all — the gift of eternal life that the Lord
of All grants to us through His Glorious Resurrection.

And we invoke the intercessory power and presence of our Panagia through the Paraklesis services that we chant night
after night. This is a short but substantive season of prayer, fasting, and joy. It is a time of spiritual intensity and prepares
us to fully engage our life in Christ throughout the rest of the year, just like the Great and Holy Lent.

During this time of fasting and supplication to the Holy Theotokos, we can take stock of our lives and examine how we are
living. Since we have been so restricted for most of this year, we can ask ourselves:

“Are we disconnected from our Church?”
“Do we know the Lord'’s teachings and try to implement them in our lives?”
“Have we lived in such a way as to reflect the Lord Jesus Christ to our family, our friends, and our neighbors?”

My beloved Christians,

In the miracle that we read about today in the Holy Gospel, the only miracle that is in each of the Four Gospels, our Lord
Jesus fed the Five Thousand, which does not include the women and children who were present — perhaps there were
twenty thousand!

This miracle is an icon of the Eucharist, the marvelous multiplication of His Body and Blood throughout the centuries, with
no lack ever occurring. Indeed, when the last prayer is read, we always seem to have “twelve baskets full.”

But it is also an image of us, the Church. Think for a moment. As many as twenty thousand people, listening to the Lord
through a long afternoon. At day’s end, they are hungry. The Disciples are concerned for these crowds, but they feel
helpless when the Lord says to them: “You give them something to eat.” The best they can do is five loaves and two fish.

The Gospel of John adds a poignant detail that the other Three Gospels omit. It was a young child who offered the bread
and the fish, even though his bread was the cheapest, simple barley loaves. This child was not ashamed to give all that he
had, even when the Disciples questioned whether his offering could help. And here is why this miracle is so important to
our understanding of the Church, and of this Divine Liturgy today.

I ask you, is it a stretch of our understanding to think that the Creator of the Universe, the billions of galaxies that seem to
go on forever, that this Creator could multiply five loaves and two fishes? I think not.

But in blessing these offerings, and lifting them up to the Heavenly Father in front of all the people, the Lord Jesus taught
the deepest lesson of all: that of generosity, of compassion, and of care for our neighbor. The young boy led the way, but
maybe others followed as well.



Welcome to St. George Greek Orthodox Church

What if the miracle was a transformation that took place in the hearts of every person there? What if, when the people saw
the generosity of the young child, they opened their hearts, and perhaps their cloaks, to share food they already possessed,
with the person sitting next to them? Do not think that this is merely a rational explanation. The transformation of the
human heart is greater than any changing of matter from this to that. Here, in this Church of the Koiunoic today, we behold
the transformation of the offering of Bread and Wine into the Very Body and the Very Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. But
what of the transformation of our hearts?

My beloved Christians:

Our worship is not a ritual that is only pleasing to God, and indeed it is. Our worship is the way we allow God to change us
for the better, to transform us, to perfect us. Through the Divine Liturgy today, you all offered the Bread and the Wine that
were changed into the Holy Eucharist. Now I ask you: what will you offer one another?

Mercy? Love? Forgiveness? Patience? Hope? Caring? Compassion?

I pray these and so much more. This is our purpose in worshipping together this day, as it is every time and in every place.

I close with this thought, for you to contemplate and, I hope, truly absorb. The late Metropolitan Anthony Bloom said many
times:

“We should try to live in such a way that, if the Gospels were lost, they could be re-written by looking at us.”
My Friends, what could be written about us today?

Through the intercessions of the Holy Theotokos and all the Saints, may we be counted worthy to know the miracle of the
human heart, and be the living icons of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

From the desk of Fr. Neofitos

MAouoiol énT@xeuoav Kai éngivacav, oi 3€ ékgnToivreg Tov KUplov oUk éAaTTwOoovTal navrog ayadoi.
Rich men turned poor and went hungry; but those who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing.

Our good Lord has given us everything. How we respond matters. We have been given stewardship over the entire world.
It is our main job to take care of and to manage what has been given to us. Ourselves, meaning our bodies and souls, our
family, our church, our community, etc. Saving the world is something our God and Master has already done. He asks us
to be on his team. To become Human Beings. To love and care for one another. To struggle and persevere even in the face
of adversity. In fact, the center of a Christian’s life is the cross. To inherit the Kingdom of heaven Jesus said, “whosoever
wishes to follow me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me”. The biggest difficulty has already been overcome
by our savior. Suffering and death have been conquered. They have not been avoided or ignored. We are also asked to do
the same thing. To face all of life's hardships by seeking the Lord. Many might believe that true meaning in life can be
found through happiness and through avoiding pain. Our faith does not allow for such delusions. There is joy and ecstasy
and eternal quenching of hunger and thirst. How we behave in the face of death and the realities of our existence are the
doorway to eternity. We must seek out the Lord and discover that he has blessed us abundantly and has been with us all
along. God is good and he loves us. He wants us to take on our suffering and toiling with honor, discipline, and dignity. It
is we who must seek his righteousness. Our good Lord has showed us the way and is now cheering us on with the hosts
of saints who came before us.

We must take care of the temple of our bodies, the temple of our worship, the temple of our families, and thus the temple
of our greater community, the world.

I pray that our most holy Virgin mother Panagia intercedes on our behalf. I pray we all run to her for refuge from the
calamities of life. Her Son and our God is with us and He listens to His mother who acts on our behalf as we appeal to her
for His mercy. As we pray in the Great Paraklesis: “You can do all things, as the Mother of our God and Lord
Almighty. Just nod in the direction of my lamentable humility”.

Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis



Hymns of the Day

AnoAuTikiov —AvaoTaoipov - Mode pl. 4

‘EE Uwouc kaTfiA@ec & eUonhayxvog, TapnVv KaTedeEw
TpINKEPOV, iva NUAG é\euBepwaong TOV Nabdv. H Lwn kai
1 Avaotaoic nudv, Kupie d6&a ool.

AnoAurikiov Tiic EopTiic - Grave Mode

MeTepopPWONG év T® Opel XpioTe O Bedg, deifac Toig
MaénTdic cou Tr)v d6&av cou, kabwc nduvavTo. Aduyov
Kai Aiv TOiC AauapTwAoic, TO ¢@®OC cou TO didiov,
npeoBeiaig TAg O=oToOKOU, PwTOdOTA dOEA TOI.

Apolytikion of St. George

QC TWV aAIXHAAOTWV €AeUBeEpWTAC,  Kai TV  ATWXOV
UNeEPAcNIoTAC, doBevoUVTWVY 1aTPOG, PACIAEWV  UNEPHAXOC,
TPONaloPOpe HEYaAoUdpTuG Mewpyle, NPEOPEUE XPIOT® TM O®
fnvai Tag Yuxag nuv.

KovTtakiov — Grave Mode

Eni To0 OpouG METEPOPPWONG, Kai ¢ EXWPOUV Oi
MalnTai gou Trv d0&av gou, XpIoTE O Od¢ £€BeaoavTo,
iva étav og idwal araupoUpevoy, TO YEV NABOC VONoWaoIv
€kouaiov, T® Of KOOWW KNPUEwaIv, OTI OU UNAPXEIC
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Resurrectional Apolytikion — Mode pl.4

You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and
condescended to be buried for three days, so that from the
passions You might set us free. Our life and resurrection, O
Lord, glory be to You.

Apolytikion of the Feast- Grave Mode

You were transfigured upon the mountain, O Christ our God,
showing to Your disciples Your glory as much as they could
bear. Do also in us, sinners though we may be, shine Your
everlasting light, by the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Giver of light. Glory to You.

Apolytikion of St. George

Liberator of captives, defender of the Poor, physician of the
sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr
George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Kontakion — Grave Mode

Upon the mountain were You transfigured, and Your disciples
beheld Your glory as far as they were able, O Christ our God;
so that when they would see You crucified they might
understand that Your Passion was deliberate, and declare to

; ~ ~ NS the world that in truth You are the Father's radiance.
aAnBag, Tou MaTtpog TO anauyaoua.

Epistle and Gospel Readings

The Epistle According to I Corinthians 3:9-17

AdeA@oi, Ocol £opev ouvepyoi- Oeol yewpylov, Ool oikodopr €0Te. Kata Tryv xapiv Tol Osol Trv doBiodv ol wg copog
ApXITEKTWV Bepéliov £Bnka, AANOG OE EnoikoOopET™ €kaoTocg O BAENETW NAG £NOIKOJOUET" BepéNiov yap alhov oUdeic duvaTal
B<ival napd Tov keipevov, 0¢ €oTiv Tnoolc XpioToc. Ei 0€ Tic énoikodopel €ni TOV Bepéliov TolTov, Xpuadv, Gpyupov, AiBouc
TIgioug, EUAQ, XOPTOV, KAAGUNV, EKACTOU TO £pyov pavepoOv YEVACETAI' 1 yap NUEPA dNAWOEI" OTI €&v NUpi ANOKAAUNTETaI®
Kai €kaoTou TO £pyov O6noiov €aTiv TO NUp dokipdaoel. Ei Tivog TO €pyov pevel O Enwkodounoey, PIoBov AfweTal” & TIivog TO
£pyov kaTtakanoetal, {nuiwdnaoeral, alTog d¢ owdnoeTal, oUTwg O w¢ d1Id nupdc. Ouk oidate 6T vaog Oeol £0Te Kkai TO
nvedpa To0 Ocol oikel év UiV, €i TIg TOV vaov Tol Beol pBeipel, pBepel TolTov 6 Odc 6 yap vaog Tol ol Gyiog éoTiv,
OITIVEG €0TE ULEIC.

Brethren, we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. According to the grace of God given to me, like
a skilled master builder, I laid a foundation, and another man is building upon it. Let each man take care how he builds
upon it. For no other foundation can any one lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw —each man's work will become manifest; for the Day will
disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work
which any man has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer
loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's
Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and that temple you
are.
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The Gospel According to Matthew 14:22-34

T® kaip® €keivw fvaykaoev 0 Tnooiic Touc padnTtag autol éuBfival €ic TO NAoiov kai Nnpodyelv alTov €i¢ TO Népav, £wg 95
anoAuon Toug 6xAoug. kai anoAuoag Toug 6xAoug avePn eig TO dpog kat' idiav NpooeugacBal. dyiag 8 yevougvng HOVOG Ny
£Kel. TO O€ mAoiov fidn peoov Tiig Bahaoong nv, Baocavifopevov UNo TMV KUPATWV: AV yap évavriog 6 Gvepod. TeTaptn o€
QUAAKA TRC vukToc dniiABe npdg auToug 6 Tnoolc nepinat®v €ni TR¢ BaAdoonc. kai idovTeg auTov oi O€ pabnTai £ni Tryv
8alacoav nepinatolvra £TapaxBnoav AcyovTeg 6TI pavracud £0Tl, kai and Tol eopou Ekpagav. eUBEWG dE EAGANTEV aUToIG
0 Tnoolg Acywv* @apoeiTe, £y €ipi pn QoPeioBe. anokpiBeig 8¢ auTd 6 METpog eine” Kupig, i 0U €, KEAEUOOV pE NPOG OF
€NOEIV éni Ta UdaTa: 6 O¢ einev, EABE. kai kataBag ano Tol nAoiou 6 METpog nepienatnoey éni 7a Udata €ABEV npog TOv
Tnoodv. BAEnwv OE TOV Avepov ioxupov £poBnen, kai apEapevog katanovTileobal £kpage Aéywv: Kupig, o®odv pe. UBEWC
d¢ 6 Inoolc ékTeivag TNV xeipa eneAaBeto auTol kai Aéyel aut®: OAyomioTe! i Ti édioTacag; kai éuBavtwv auTdv €ig TO
nAofov €konacev 6 Gvepoc. oi 8¢ &v TG mAoiw €ABOVTEG Mpooeklvnoav auT® AfyovTes AANBRG ©eol uiog &l Kai
dlanepaocavTec NABov €i¢ TAV yiv FevvnoapeT

At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, but the boat by this time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was against
them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. But immediately he spoke to them,
saying, "Take heart, it is I; have no fear." And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water."
He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he
was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, "O man of little faith, why did you doubt?" And when they entered the boat, the wind ceased. And those in
the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." And when they had crossed over, they came to land at
Gennesaret.

KvPie CoCoN ME
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Today in Church

Today’s Memorial
We Commemorate the one Year Memorial for Mary Markopolous. May her memory be
eternal.

Church Usher Assignment

Sunday, August 9, 2020 Lucy Brady, Scott Morlock
Sunday, August 16, 2020 Brian Goodale, Scott Morlock

2020 PARISH COUNCIL: Brian Goodale, President; Maria Dostis, Vice President; Alexandra Casey,
Treasurer; Scott Morlock, Secretary; Roubina Morgan, Lucy Brady, Dimitri Koutsopoulos

St. George Bookstore - Our new bookstore is how open.
“Come and See..."”

Bookstore items are available for viewing and purchase online as well. Pick up only.

Visit out Bookstore Online!

Square


https://st-george-greek-orthodox-church.square.site/Visit
https://st-george-greek-orthodox-church.square.site/Visit
https://st-george-greek-orthodox-church.square.site/

‘Ynepayia OeoTOKE 0HOOV NUGG.

Ayvn MapBéve Aéonoiva - O Virgin Pure

Ayvn Napbéve Aéanoiva, Axpavte OcoToke, Xdipe NUUQN
AVUUQ@EUTE.

MapBéve MATNp Avacoa, Mavévdpooe Te Noke, Xdipe
NUp@N AVUUQEUTE.

‘YynhoTépa oUpav@®dyv, akTivwv AapnpoTépa, Xdipe NUp®n
AVUUQEUTE.

Xapa MapBevik®v Xop®dv, Ayyedwv UnepTEpa, Xdipe
NUp@N AVUUQEUTE.

EkAaunpoTEpa oUpav@y, pwToC kabapwTepa, Xdipe
NUP®N AVUPQEUTE,

T@®v oUpaviwv oTpaTI®V, Nac®v dyiwTepa, Xdipe NUpen
AVUQEUTE.

Mapia AsindpBeve, Koopou navtog Kupia, Xdipe NUpgpn
AVUUQEUTE.

AxpavTe NUppn navayve, Aéonoiva Mavayia, Xdipe
NUP®N AvUpQeUTE,

Mapia NUppn Avacoa, xapdc nudv aitia, Xdipe NUpen
AVUUQEUTE.

Kopn oguvn Bacihiooa, MATnp unepayia, Xdipe NOppn
AvUUQEUTE.

TIMIWTEPA XepouBeiy, Unepevdo&oTepa, Xdipe NUUPN
AVUUQEUTE.

TOV dowpdTwV Zepageiy, TOV Opovwv UnepTépa, Xdipe
NUp@N AVUUQEUTE.

Xdipe TO dopa XepouPeiy, xdipe Upvoc AyyéAwv, Xdipe
NUM®N AVUPQEUTE.

Xdipe wON TV Zepageiy, xapa TV Apxayyelwv, Xdipe
NUP®N AvUpQeUTE,

Xdipe €iprivn kai xapd, Aipnv Tig owtnpiag, Xdipe NUupn
AVUUQEUTE.

MaoTtag Tol Aoyou iepd, GvBoc T apbaaciag, Xdipe
NUP®N AvUpQeUTE,

Xdipe Mapadeioe TpuPpiig, wic Te aiwviag, Xdipe NUpen
AVUUQEUTE.

Xdipe 1O EUMov Ti¢ (wig, Mnyr dBavaociag, Xdipe NUUQnN
AVUUQEUTE.

>€ ikeTelw Agonoiva, 2& viv énikalolpal, Xdipe NOpgpn
AVUUQEUTE.

>€ duown® MNavravaooa, Zhyv xapiv EEarrolipal, Xdipe
NUP@N AVUUQEUTE.

Kopr) ogpvn kai doniAe, Aéonoiva Mavayia, Xdipe NUpen
AVUUQEUTE.

£€nakoucov PJou GxpavTe, kKdopou navrog Kupia, Xdipe
NUP@N AVUUQEUTE.

AvTiAaBol pou puaoal pe, ano Tol noAepiou, Xdipe
NUPQN AVUPQEUTE.

Kai kAnpovouov d€icov pe, wig TG aiwviou, Xdipe
NUp@N AVUUQEUTE.

O Virgin pure, immaculate, O Lady Theotokos,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O fleece bedewed with every grace, O Virgin Queen and
Mother,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

More radiant than the rays of sun, and higher than the
heavens,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O joy of virgin es, superior to angels,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O brighter than the firmament, and purer than the sun's
light,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

More holy than the multitude of all the heavenly armies,
O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O Ever-Virgin Mary, of all the world the Lady,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O Bride all-pure, immaculate, O Lady Panagia,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O Mary Bride and Queen of all, the cause of our rejoicing,
O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O noble maiden, gracious Queen, supremely holy Mother,
O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

More honored than the Cherubim, beyond compare more
glorious,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

Than the unbodied Seraphim, transcending the angelic
Thrones,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

Rejoice, the song of Cherubim, rejoice, the hymn of
Angels,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

Rejoice, the ode of Seraphim, the joy of the Archangels,
O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

Rejoice, O peace and happiness, and haven of salvation,
O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O sacred chamber of the Word, the flower of incorruption,
O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

Rejoice, delightful paradise of blessed life eternal,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

Rejoice, O sacred Queen of life, and fount of immortality,
O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

I supplicate you, Lady, now, I fervently entreat you,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O Queen of all, I earnestly implore and seek your favor,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O gracious maiden, spotless one, O Lady Panagia,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

I call upon you ardently, O holy, hallowed temple,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

O help me and deliver me, protect me from the enemy,

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!

And make me an inheritor of blessed life eternal.

O rejoice, Bride unwedded!
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Liturgical Offerings: Koliva, Artoklasia, and other offerings

Orders can be placed on our St. George Square site. Click the icon to visit:

https:/ /st-george-greek-orthodox-church.square.site/

Dear Friends,

The Church of Saint George has several ecclesiastical needs for the upkeep of the liturgical practices of the year.
You may make and bring these offerings on your own or order them through our office. Please contact our office if you
wish to donate towards any of these items for the week or if you have any questions. All proceeds for offerings go to the
church. A corresponding write up will be offered in the bulletin if the donor wishes.

Divine Liturgy - for the Health of the Living and the Repose of the Departed

During the Divine Liturgy the names of our loved ones are commemorated for their health and salvation and for the
repose of the departed. Names for the living and the departed can be submitted to be commemorated during the Proskomidi
at any time. In addition to names, you may also offer the Prosforo, Communion Wine and Altar Candles as a prayer for
your loved ones. These are vital ingredients for every service during the liturgical year. You can bring these items yourself
or we can provide them for you.

e Communion Wine - $20 Donation

e Altar Candles for a week (akoiunTov) - $20 Donation

e Prosforo - $20 Donation

e Altar Incense — MooyoBupiapa $20.00 - $50.00 Donation

Koliva - Memorial for the Departed

Koliva is offered in memory of our loved ones as a prayer for the repose and salvation of their souls on the following
days:
e 40 Day Memorial
e 1 Year Memorial
e Annual Memorial
e Soul Saturday’s - for all our family members and friends who have departed.
The Church has established 3 Soul Saturdays at the beginning of the Triodion and 1 on the Saturday before
Pentecost
We can make Koliva for you if you place an order with the office. A large tray is $100.

Artoklasia - Prayers for the Health of the Living

Artoklasia (the breaking of the five loaves) is a festive celebration of a Saint’s Feast Day and is
offered for the health and salvation of the living on the following days:

e On the name day of an individual

e In honor of a saint that we especially revere

e On the feast day of our church
We can make Artoklasia for you if you place an order with the office. The cost will be $50.
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Philoptochos News

from Olga Delorey

The days of summer are typically quiet for Philoptochos chapters across the country. It's a time
for vacations, visiting with family and friends both far and near, tending gardens filled with colorful
flowers and succulent vegetables, or simply enjoying a quiet evening listening to the crickets sing
their song of summer. How many of us, when we hear 2020, think of clarity of vision? In fact,
perfect vision. Yet, how could we have foreseen what the year 2020 would bring us. The future is anything but perfectly
clear or certain. We continue to be diligent about our health and safety while living with the uncertainty of what comes
next. Will there be a widespread resurgence of the virus? Will children be allowed to return to school safely? Will businesses
be able to fully re-open? When will we feel safe to greet someone with a warm embrace? Will we know peaceful times
again? Amidst all this anxiety, there is but one singular perfection and one absolute certainty. God. It is God who created
us, who loves us, who protects us and who gives us the promise of life eternal. I have a small plaque in my house which
reads: “"Thank God for What You Have ... Trust God for What You Need”. He is always there for us.
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On July 30, 2020, we were saddened when our beloved sister, Joan L. Contompasis, fell asleep in the Lord. Joan was a
lifelong member of her beloved St. George Church. She was actively involved in the life of the church her entire life until
illness prevented her from attending and participating on a regular basis. Over the years, Joan served as Sunday School
teacher, Choir Director, Greek Festival worker and dedicated Philoptochos member. She was Philoptochos President for six
years (1967-69, 1969-71, 1973-75) in addition to serving in other capacities as an officer and board member. We extend
our heartfelt condolences to her family. Well done, good and faithful servant (Matthew 25:21). May her memory be
eternal.

On August 21-22, 2020, the National Philoptochos will hold a “Virtual Convention” in lieu of the Biennial Convention originally
scheduled to take place in Cleveland, OH. This will be a unique opportunity for friends and followers of Philoptochos to join
chapter, metropolis and national board delegates to learn about the business and good works of Philoptochos. As chapter
president, I will represent our St. George Chapter as a voting delegate. If you are a Philoptochos member and are interested
in serving as a delegate (we are allowed two additional), please contact me by email: odelorey@nycap.rr.com. Both
members and non-members can participate as Observers. The registration fee is $50 for both delegates and observers.

Message from National Philoptochos: “There are no commitments for the months of July & August. We instead offer a
commitment to spread kindness throughout your community. It's not as straightforward during a pandemic, but a kind
word, an under-mask smile, a call to someone who needs reassurance, all these things make positive impacts. Thank you
for all that you already do to make your community a better place and to spread love and philanthropy. Wishing you health,
love and light this summer.” (Philanthropy Witness, August 2020)

“..for I was hungry and you gave me food ...
...inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me”
Matthew 25: 35-40

Fellowship News

By Eliana Georgelos

The arrival of the month of August brought us the sad news of the passing of our beloved Joan Contompasis on July 30,
2020 after a lengthy illness. Joan was a mainstay of the St. George community, having been a Sunday School teacher,
choir member and director, and dedicated Philoptochos member for many years. She will be missed. May her memory be
eternal.

Despite the continuing pandemic and the vigilance, we must maintain to prevent the spread of this dangerous virus, we
forge ahead with our lives as best we can. Our church services continue to take place at 33% capacity with social distancing,
temperature taking and the wearing of face masks a requirement. For those unable or unwilling to attend services due to
health concerns, live streaming via WiFi continues to be an option. Thank you Father and Presvytera for faithfully bringing
our St. George services to us. Additionally, Greek Orthodox liturgies are available for those without WiFi who have Greek
TV. Thank God for these modern conveniences that enable us to keep our Orthodox faith alive!


mailto:odelorey@nycap.rr.com

Welcome to St. George Greek Orthodox Church

This month is significant in that two of the twelve Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church take place in August...the
Transfiguration of Christ on August 6th, and the Dormition of the Theotokos on August 15th, which is preceded by a strict
two week fast. We have a rich liturgical calendar during these first two weeks of the month, with numerous Paraklesis to
the Theotokos being celebrated. We are blessed to have Father Neofitos lead us during this time of prayer, fasting and
beautiful church services.

August also brings us much excitement as we look forward to the birth of Father Neofitos and Presvytera Catherine’s son,
due on the 8th of the month. As of this writing, the blessed event has not yet taken place, but we wish them both a safe,
easy delivery and a healthy newborn to love and nurture. May God grant it!

This pandemic has forced us into a level of unprecedented inactivity where we can no longer put on our annual Greek
festival, or meet for coffee hours, Fellowship meetings/outings, etc. However, we do have wonderfully happy memories of
those times as can be seen in the following photos...




WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY

Stewardship

Greetings from the Stewardship Committee. We would like to thank all of you who have been fulfilling your stewardship
obligations to date. A list of our pledged members is included in this bulletin. If you have not had an opportunity to pledge
as of yet, you can call the office for a pledge form to be mailed to you or ask for one the next time you attend church
service. If you would like to increase your pledge, please let us know and the necessary adjustments can be made.

We are now entering the summer Lent, a period of 15 days which will lead to the Great Feast of the Dormition of the Virgin
Mary. As we think about the importance of the Panayia in the Greek Orthodox Church, we should think about the importance
of our role in the Church as well. One of our responsibilities as parishioners is to set and fulfill our Stewardship obligation
which is important throughout the year. Due to COVID-19 and the restrictions put forth on the Church, we are reaching a
point where Stewardship is becoming most crucial to fulfill the financial requirements needed to sustain the Church. Without
the revenue from our annual festival, along with decreased donations for candles and trays, the Church needs your support
more than ever. Your participation in Stewardship helps to support the ministries of St. George.

It is important to remember that in addition to supporting the financial needs of the Church, your pledge is a personal

commitment you have with God.

you. " (Deatenonomy 16:17)

May God bless you and your families.

The Stewardship Committee

2020 Stewardship Pledges: We are grateful for those members listed below who have submitted their 2020 stewardship
pledge as of August 2, 2020. Thank all for your contributions to our church. Your continued and consistent support will help

our ministries and vision.

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Antonovich & Family
Mr. John Behiri

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Behiri

Ms. Susan Birbilis

Mrs. Lucy Brady & Family

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Bratsos

Mrs. Ifigenia Brown

Ms. Arji Cakouros

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Casey & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chamberas

Mr. Andreas Christou &

Ms. Sophia Shakolas

Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Christou

Ms. Ariana Christou

Mr. & Mrs. Euripides Christou

Ms. Catherine Contompasis

Mrs. Catherine Contompasis

Mr. Charles Contompasis & Laurie
Ives & Family

Ms. Constance Contompasis

Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Contompasis &
Family

Ms. Demetra Corsones

Dr. Peter & Stephanie Cospito

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Euripidou

Ms. Renee Euripidou

Mr. Arthur Georgelas

Mrs. Helena Georgelas

Mr. Nicholas Georgelas

Mrs. Eliana Georgelos

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Giakoumis

Mr.& Mrs. Brian Goodale & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitri Grivas

Mr. Periklis Hais

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Holdsworth

Mr. & Mrs. Owen Huggins

Mrs. Frusina Ica Iancu

Dr. Philip & Helen James & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Jones & Family
Mrs. Catherine Julius

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kalil

Ms. Antonia Kananis

Mrs. Fanny Karamanos

Mr. & Mrs. Hari Kingra & Family
Mr. Charles Koines

Mrs. Katina Kontakos

Ms. Kaliopi Kounoupis

Mrs. Voula Kounoupis

Mrs. Anna Menagias

Mr. & Mrs. Fillipos Menagias

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Menagias

Ms. Maria Menagias

Ms. Antonia C. Mikropoulos

Mrs. Antonia Mikropoulos & Family
Ms. Anastasia Mikropoulos
Demetria Mikropoulos

Mrs. Rena Mikropoulos & Family
Mr. Theodore Mikropoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Morlock & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Nikolaidis
Mr. Simeon Nikolaidis

Mrs. Katherine Orfan

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Pagiotas

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pagones

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Paravalos

Ms. Voula Paravalos

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Rossetti

Fr. Neofitos & Pres. Sarigiannis
Mrs. Elena Sikamiotis

Mr. & Mrs. Gerasimos Sokaris &
Family

Mrs. Ourania Sokaris
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Mr. & Mrs. George Cotzas Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kouray Mrs. Roubina Spyros-Morgan
Mrs. Rena Counavelis Ms. Barbara Koutsakis Mrs. Stavroula Stamoulis
Mrs. Marianne Crary Mr. & Mrs. David Lambert Mr. & Mrs. Van Stathis

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Dafniotis Mr. & Mrs. Trifon Laskaris Mr. James Stevens

Ms. Olga Delorey Mr. & Mrs. Paul LaViolette Mrs. Olga Stryjski

Ms. Joanne Diamantis Mr. William Manikas Mr. & Mrs. Adam Svokos
Mrs. Katina Dikas & Family Mrs. Cathy Marco Mrs. Themetria Svolos

Mrs. J. Maria Dostis-Koliatsis Mrs. Akrivi Markopoulos Ms. Angela Theodore

Mrs. Marguerite Doulides Mr. & Mrs. William McDonald & Family Ms. Melissa Verrigni

Mrs. Angela Economou Mr. & Mrs. Phil McGowen Mr. & Mrs. Niko Verrigni

Mr. & Mrs. Brad Engwer & Family Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Menagias Mr. & Mrs. Brian Whipple & Family

Mrs. Mary Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Zanaros
Mrs. Anastasia Zoulas
Mrs. Mary Zoulas

St. George Greek Orthodox Church PLEDGE FORM 20
Aytog F'ewpytog
Family Name
Envelope Number
DWeekly (_____dueeachweek)
- Dssoo.oo s I:]$1500.00 , EBSopadiaioc
g D$750.00 I:, $2000.00 L__,Monthl)[ (___ dueatthe startof the month)
1T} - Mnviaiog
1
g: D s 1000.00 D S D Quarterly (_____dueatthe skt of the quarter)
= Other Tpimviaiog
I:l Annually (____ dueat the startof the year)

Emnoiwg

How much should you pledge?

Considet this.... in order to meet our budget, we need each family to pledge a minimum of $650.That
equals $12.50 a week for the year.

Please add new or corrected information below

Some of the many ministries
we invite you to participate in
ANGELS (Pre-K - Kinder)
HOPE (1st~-2nd grade)
JOY (3rd - 6th grade)
Address GOVYA (7th-12th grade)
YAL (Age 18-35)
Name Cell Phone/Work Philoptochos
The Fellowship
- Bible Study / Book Club
L D Books and Education
. Greek School
Spouse Cell Phone/Work Sunday School
Altar Servers

Email Occupation Baptized D Parish Council

i ) (baptized) Outreach & Evangelism
Children (age p ——rr

Strategic Planning
Choii/Chanter
Fundraising

Family Name (Last) Home Phone

Email Occupation
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REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
SAINT GEORGE GREEK SCHOOL

OFFERING ONLINE GREEK LANGUAGE AND
CONVERSATION CLASSES FOR STUDENTS

PRE-K — 8™ GRADE

EVERY WEDNESDAY

STARTING SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
LEVEL 1: 5:00 - 6:00 PM
LEVEL 2: 6:00 - 7:00 PM

Classes will be offered fully online via in person Google Meet sessions
with an experienced certified teacher.

Curriculum includes Modemn Greek Language, Grammar &
Conversation. Online child friendly platform is included in the
program.

Students are placed in levels in accordance with their knowledge of
the Greek Language rather than grades according to their age.

As sp0n as possible, we will transition to in person classes and also
add Greek Dance and Culture to the program.

Register now for a discounted yet excellent Greek Language

program. Click here to_Begister.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: CSARIGIANNIS22(MGMAIL.COM
SAINT GEORGE GREEX ORTHODOX CHURCH 107 CUNTON STREET, SCHENECTADY, MY
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St. George Book Club/ Bible Study 2020 —

A Year in Review

St. George Book Club & Bible Study
Written by Olga Delorey

The St. George Book Club/Bible Study began on February 10, 2020. Our weekly Monday night meetings took place in the
Solea of the church where the peacefulness and subdued lighting created a most appropriate setting for the purpose of our
gathering. Surrounded by icons of the saints and depictions of events in the life of Jesus, we were enveloped in a feeling
of serenity. Our discussions began and ended with a prayer offered by Father Neofitos. Sometimes before we read aloud,
we listened to recorded hymns or simply sat in silence — both of which had a profound effect on us.

In mid-March, our meetings in the church were no longer permitted due to COVID-19 restrictions. However, we did not
miss a beat as Father Neofitos hosted our discussions by teleconference call. This enabled everyone’s participation — no
computer required. Sequestered in our homes, the ability to hear many voices gave us a sense of spiritual connectivity and
social inclusion.

Our first book was the perfect selection as we prepared to enter the Lenten period. Alexander Schmemann’s Great Lent
explored in detail the meanings of the five Gospel readings dedicated to repentance; the Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts;
the Prayer of St. Ephraim the Syrian, and the Canon of St. Andrew of Crete. His writings inspired us to gain a greater
understanding of our own personal Lenten journey. We were further challenged to contemplate how we can incorporate
“Lent in our Life”. Our heightened worship, prayer and fasting need not be limited to the forty days preceding Holy Week
and Pascha. Schmemann uses the phrase “bright sadness”. During every Lenten period we are saddened when we
contemplate the suffering of Jesus. Yet we know with absolute certainty that at the end we will feel the brightness and
great joy of His Holy Resurrection. We came away with the understanding our relationship with God is a lifelong journey.

Our second book, Orthodoxy and Catholicism: What Are the Differences? by Fr. Theodore Pulcini, offered a concise
and clear explanation of the five major areas where the Orthodox Church and Roman Catholicism differ. Much of it is very
technical and legalistic but nonetheless informative. The book also outlined a comparison between the two churches in the
categories of doctrine, worship, and government.

We recently began a third book, The Gospel of Mark, a commentary by Fr. Lawrence Farley. Using the Orthodox Study
Bible as a companion, we hope to gain a more thorough knowledge of scripture and how it translates to our everyday
language.

The final three meetings in June were devoted to participants giving an oral presentation on a saint of their choosing. Some
selected the saint they were named after and others spoke of a saint that has personal significance. This exercise was a
wonderful opportunity to learn about different and perhaps lesser known saints. We heard life stories that were difficult
and not always “saintly” in nature. They faced struggles in their daily lives just as we do today. However, no matter how
short or long was their journey to God, their faith was unwavering — even in the face of death. What a shining example
for us all!

At the end of June, we took a little “pause” and will resume studies after a summer break. While we will miss our weekly
discussions, we eagerly look forward to enjoying our classes once again in September.
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St. George Ministry Leaders

Altar Servers
Bookstore

Bible Study/ Book Club
Choir/Chanters

Church Ushers
Epistle Readers
Fellowship Group
Friends of St. George

Ladies Philoptochos Society

Office Manager and Facilities
Staff
Order of AHEPA

Parish Council Members
Soup Kitchen
Stewardship

Sunday School Teachers and
Assistants

“Thursday Morning Boys”
Building and Grounds
Volunteers

Youth Group Leaders and
Volunteers: Angels/HOPE/JOY
and GOYA

Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis

Presvytera Catherine
Sarigiannis, Gladys Paravalos
Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis

Olga Delorey

Brian Goodale

Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis
Eliana Georgelos
Gladys Paravalos

Olga Delorey
Camille Kosloski

Phil Menagias
Brian Goodale
Olga Delorey

Lucy Brady

Fr. Neofitos Sarigiannis
Steve Giakoumis

Lucy Goodale

Toni Kananis
Anna Morlock

frneofitos@saintgeorgegoc.com

csarigiannis22@gmail.com
Gladys1717p@aol.com

odelorey@nycap.rr.com

brian.goodale@outlook.com

ggeorgelos@nycap.rr.com

office@saintgeorgegoc.com

p_menagias@hotmail.com

Lukia@nycap.rr.com
Dafnia3@yahoo.com

518-372-4476

Ig1010@live.com

anna2l17m@aol.com

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church Info

2020 PARISH COUNCIL: Brian Goodale, President; Maria Dostis, Vice President; Alexandra Casey, Treasurer; Scott

Morlock, Secretary; Roubina Morgan, Lucy Brady, Dimitri Koutsopoulos

Office: (518) 393-0742 Fax: (518) 393-4093

website: www.saintgeorgegoc.com email: office@saintgeorgegoc.com

Reverand Father Neofitos Sarigiannis frneofitos@saintgeorgegoc.com

107 Clinton Street Schenectady, NY 12305 - Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 AM — 2 PM Parish Office closed on Friday

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SaintGeorgeNY/

St. George Square Site https://st-george-greek-orthodox-church.square.site/
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August 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1
7th Sunday of
Matthew
8:30 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
2 3 4 ) 6 7 8
8th Sunday of
Matthew 6:00 pm Small 6:00 pm Great 6:00 pm Vespers for |8:30 am Orthros
8:30 am Orthros Paraklesis to the Virgin| Paraklesis to the Transfiguation of 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
9:30 am Divine Liturgy | Mary irgin Christ & Blessing of the
6:00 pm Great Mary grapes
Paraklesis to the 6:00 pm Great
\Virgin Mary Paraklesis to the Virgin
Mary
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9th Sunday of Mathew| The Dormition of our
8:30 am Orthros 6:00 pm Small 6:00 pm Great 6:00 pm Small 6:00 pm Great 6:30 pm Vespers at the Most Holy Lady the
9:30 am Divine Liturgy [Paraklesis to Paraklesis to Paraklesis to Paraklesis to Assumption Church in |Theotokos &
6:00 pm Great the Virgin Mary the Virgin Mary the Virgin Mary the Virgin Mary Windham, NY Ever Virgin Mary
Paraklesis to The 8:30 am Orthros
\Virgin Mary 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
One-year Memorial for
Mary Markopoulos
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10t Sunday of
Matthew 6:30 pm Parish
8:30 am Orthros Council Meeting
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Five-year Memorial for
Konstantios Dikas
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
11t Sunday of
Matthew
8:30 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
30 31
12t Sunday of
Matthew
8:30 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
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We look forward to seeing everyone in church!

Come visit our brand-new square site!

https:/ /st-george-greek-orthodox-church.square.site/

¢ Online St. George Bookstore

e Fill out a Prayer Request and Fr. Neofitos will pray for the names of the individuals and families
submitted.

e Make a One-Time Donations

e Make Other Offerings like- Altar Vigil Lamp Candle — Communion Wine — Prosforo — Koliva

e Light Candles if you are away from St. George

Donations

We would like to express our deepest appreciation and gratitude for your support. It is
through such acts of kindness that we can continue to grow our ministry.
e Stewardship contributions — Can be mailed into our office or made through PayPal
e One-Time Donations — Can be made through our new square site
Please email or call the office if you have any questions 518-393-0742.
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