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Sunday before Nativity December 20th, 2020

We celebrate the Forefeast of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Ignatius
the God-Bearer, Bishop of Antioch, Our Righteous Father Philogonius, Bishop of
Antioch.
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Hymns of the Day

AnoAuTikiov AvaoTacipgov
EuppaivéoBw Ta oUpdvia, dyaAhidobw Ta
€niyeia, 6T énoinoe KkpdATog, &v PBpaxiov
auTod, 0 Kuplog, €natnos T& BavaTtw Tov
Bavatov, NPWTOTOKOG TMV  VEKPOV
£VEVETO, €K KOINiac Gdou éppuaaTo NG,
Kai Nap€oxe TG KOOUW TO PEYA EAEOC.

MpogopTiov
‘EToipalou BnBAegy, fivoiktal ndaiv r ESEN.

EUTpenidou E@pabd, om 1O EUAov TiAC
{wig, &v T® ZnnAaiw €EAVONOev €k TG
MapBevou. Mapddeioog kai yap, N Ekeivng
yaoTrp, €deixBn vonTdg, é&v @ TO Beiov
QUTOV, €€ oU (ayovTec {nooyev, olUxi O
WG 6 Adap TeBVNEOUEBA. XpIoTOC yevvaTal,
TRV npiv necolicav, GvacTrnowv sikova.

MpogopTiov

Meydha Ta TAC nioTewg katopbwparal Ev
T nnyfl TAC @Aoydg, w¢ £nmi UdaTog
avanavoswg, oi Qylol  Tpeic  TMdidec
Ayahovto, kai O npo®nTnNG Aavinh,
AOVTWV Moipny, G npoBaTtwv £J3eikvuTo.
Taic alT@V ikeoiaig XpIoTE 0 Oe0C, ORTOV
TAG Yuxag AUGV.

Apolytikion of St. George

QCTOV AIXHAADTWV EAEUBEPWTAG, Kai TV
NTWXWV  UNEPACNIOTAC,  aoBevoUvTwv
IaTPOG, BACIAEWY UNEPUAXOG, TPOMNAIOPOPE
MEyaAopapTug Mewpyle, NpEGBeus XpIoTw®
T® O Brjval Tag Yuxac nuwv.

KovTtakiov

‘H MapBévog onuepov, TOV NPOAINVIOV
Aoyov, €év ZnnAdiw £€pxeTal, ANOTEKEV
anoppnNTwc.  XOpeue 1 OIKOUPEVN
akouTioBeioa, dOEacov PETA AyyEAWV Kai
TV TMolhévwy, BouAnBévra £no@Bival,
Maidiov véov, TOV NPO diwvwv Oeov.
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Resurrectional Apolytikion

Let the heavens sing for joy, and let
everything on earth be glad. For with HisArm
the Lord has worked power. He trampled
death under foot by means of death; and He
became the firstborn from the dead. From the
maw of Hades He delivered us; and He
granted the world His great mercy.

For the Forefeast

O Bethlehem, prepare, Eden is opened unto
all. * And be ready, Ephrata, for the Tree of
life * has in the grotto blossomed forth from
the Virgin. * Indeed her womb is shown to be
spiritually * a Paradise, in which is found the
God-planted Tree. * And if we eat from it we
shall live, and shall not die, as did Adam of
old. * Christ is born, so that He might raise up
* the formerly fallen image.

For the Fathers

Magnificent are the accomplishments of faith!
The holy Three Servants greatly rejoiced, as
they stood in the fountain of fire, as if beside
the still waters; and the Prophet Daniel
appeared to be a shepherd of lions, as if they
were sheep. At their entreaties, O Christ God,
save our souls

Apolytikion of St. George

Liberator of captives, defender of the Poor,
physician of the sick, and champion of kings,
O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr George,
intercede with Christ God that our souls be
saved.

Kontakion

On this day the Virgin Maid * goes to the
grotto to give birth * to the pre-eternal Word
* in an ineffable manner. * Dance for joy, all
the inhabited earth, on hearing. * Glorify
along with Angels and with the shepherds *
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Epistle Readings
The Epistle according to Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40

AdeA@oi, nioTel napwknoev ABpadp €ic yiv Thg €nayyehiac wg aAoTpiav, €&v oKnvdic KaToIKRoAg
MeTa ' Ioadk kai ' Iakwp TGV ouykAnpovopwv Tfig enayyehiag Tfig auThg - £EedExeTO yap TV Toug
Bepehiouc €xouoav NOAIV, NC TEXVITNG Kal ONUIOUPYOG 6 Bg0c. Kai Ti €T Aéyw; émAeipel pe yap
dinyoupevov O xpovog nepi Medewv, Bapdak, Sapywv, ' Ie@Bds, Aauid Te Kai SapounA kai TV
npopnT@v, of dId nioTewg KkaTtnywvioavro Paciheiag, eipyacavro dikaioouvny, ENETUXOV
énayyeNidv, éppagav oropata Aeovtwv, €oBecav dUvaplv nupog, £puyov OTONATA Waxaipng,
¢duvapwbnoav anod acBeveiag, yevrBnoav ioxupol &v NoAéw, NapePBoAAc ékAlvav aAAoTpiwv °
£Aapov yuvdikeg €€ AvaoTaoswg Toug vekpoUs alT@v * alhol O £TupnavioBnoav, ol NnpoodeEdyevol
TRV GnoAUTpwalv, iva KpeiTTovoc dvaoTacsws TUXWOIV * £Tepol O Eunalyu®dv kai aoTiywyv neipav
€AaBov, £T1 Be deop@v kai GUAakfiG * €NBAcONoav, énpiodnoav, &v eove paxaipng anédavov,
nepifiABov év unAwTdic, €v aiyeioig d€ppaciv, UOTEPOUHEVOI, BAIBOHEVOI, KOKOUXOUHEVOI, WV OUK NV
G10G O KOOHOC, €ni £épnuialc NAavwpevol kai 6peaiv kai onnAaiolg kai Tai¢ ondic TAG yic. Kai ouTol
NAvTeg papTupnBEvTeg dIG TNG NIOTEWC OUK €kopioavto TNV €nayyeAiav, Tol Bgol nepi PGV
KPEITTOV TI NpoBAswapévou, iva pn Xwpic AUV TEAEIWBKOIV.

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which
has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail
me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were
tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered
mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in
two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering over deserts
and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their
faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that
apart from us they should not be made perfect.
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Gospel Readings Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was
the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron
the father of Ram, and Ram the father of Ammin’adab, and Ammin‘adab the father of Nahshon,
and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Bo’az by Rahab, and Bo’az the father
of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. And David
was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uri’ah, and Solomon the father of Rehobo’am, and
Rehobo’am the father of Abi‘jah, and Abi’jah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehosh’aphat,
and Jehosh’aphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzzi’ah, and Uzzi’ah the father of
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezeki’ah, and Hezeki’ah the father
of Manas’seh, and Manas’seh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josi‘ah, and Josi‘ah the
father of Jechoni’ah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the
deportation to Babylon: Jechoni’ah was the father of Sheal’tiel, and Sheal'tiel the father of
Zerub’babel, and Zerub’babel the father of Abi‘ud, and Abi’ud the father of Eli‘akim, and Eli’‘akim
the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the
father of Eli'ud, and Eli’'ud the father of Elea’zar, and Elea’zar the father of Matthan, and Matthan
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born,
who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and
from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to
Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. The Birth of Jesus the Messiah Now the birth of Jesus
Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a
just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered
this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do
not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took
place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and his name shall be called Emman’uel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not
until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.

St. George Book Club/Bible Study 2021

Join us on Monday, January 11, 2021 at 6:30 pm in our church. We are reading our
new book, Boundaries. We will still be discussing Gospel and Epistle readings, icons,
the Saints, Hymns of the church, and many beautiful parts of our rich faith. Our book
is available in our Bookstore and online at
https://st-george-greek-orthodox-church.square.site. We also have a call in and a
Zoom option available for those far away or at home. Please email Father Neofitos
to join our Book Club. frneofitos@saintgeorgegoc.com
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Today in Church

Church Usher Assignment
Sunday, December 20 Brian Goodale, Panos Rallatos

Sunday, December 27 Arji Cakouros, Toni Kananis

2020 PARISH COUNCIL: Brian Goodale, President; Maria Dostis, Vice President; Alexandra
Casey, Treasurer; Scott Morlock, Secretary; Roubina Morgan, Lucy Brady, Dimitri Koutsopoulos

Upcoming Calendar

Sunday, December 20 Sunday before Nativity
8:30 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Monday, December 21 5:00 pm Teen/Adult Greek Language
6:30 pm Bible Study/Book Club

Tuesday, December 22 5:30 pm Youth Zoom Meeting

Thursday, December 24 5:00 pm Royal Hours of the Nativity
6:00 pm Vesperal Divine Liturgy and Carols
Parish office closed

Friday, December 25 Christmas Day Services - Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
7:00 am — 10:00 am Orthros & Divine Liturgy

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church Info:
Office: (518) 393-0742 Fax: (518) 393-4093
website: www.saintgeorgegoc.com email: office@saintgeorgegoc.com
Reverand Father Neofitos Sarigiannis frneofitos@saintgeorgegoc.com
107 Clinton Street Schenectady, NY 12305 Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 AM — 2 PM
Parish Office closed on Friday
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Goal
$50,000

4 $51,950 !
Raised

Donate and for more information, please visit:
http://saintgeorgegoc.com/campaign-for-st-george

We thank all those who contributed toward our campaign for St. George. We
have surpassed our goal!). If every one of our one hundred and twenty four
pledged members and business owners pledges even $50, it will put us
further passed our goal by December 31. Let us see what God wills.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Sunday before the Nativity (Icon on front)

On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the eighteenth of this month, we celebrate
all those who from ages past have been well-pleasing to God, beginning from Adam even unto
Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy Theotokos, according to genealogy, as the Evangelist Luke
hath recorded historically (Luke 3:23-38); we also commemorate the Prophets and Prophetesses,
and especially the Prophet Daniel and the Holy Three Children.

Apolytikion of the Sunday before the Nativity

Great are the accomplishments of faith. In the fountain of flame the three Holy Youths rejoiced as
though they were resting by the waters. And the Prophet Daniel showed himself to be a
shepherd to the lions, as though they were sheep. Through their prayers O Christ our God,
save our souls.


http://saintgeorgegoc.com/campaign-for-st-george

Come visit our square
site!

https:/ /st-george-greek-orthodox-

church.square.site/

e Online Bookstore

e Liturgical Offerings

e Candle Stand

e Prayer Request Form

e Greek School Payments

Donations

We would like to express our deepest appreciation and
gratitude for your support. It is through such acts of
kindness that we can continue to grow our ministry.

e Stewardship contributions — Can be mailed into our office or
made through PayPal

e One-Time Donation — Can be made through our new square
site

Please email or call the office if you have any questions
518-393-0742.
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HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

Thursday, December 24 5:00 pm Royal Hours of the Nativity
6:00 pm Vesperal Divine Liturgy & Carols

Friday, December 25 7:00 am — 10:00 am Christmas Day
Orthros & Divine Liturgy

Sunday, December 27 Sunday after the Nativity — Feast of St. Stephen
8:30 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday, January 3 Sunday before the Theophany
8:30 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, January 5 Eve of Theophany
8:30 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, January 6 Holy Theophany
8:30 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Thursday, January 7 Synaxis of John the Baptist
8:30 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy

On January 6, 2021 Father Neofitos will begin blessing homes.
Please fill out the card below and return to the office for confirmation.

Name -

Address -

Cell/ Main # -

Preferred day and time -

Feel free to contact the office if you have any questions.

Social distancing must be adhered to and all must wear face masks.
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